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Campaign Toolkit

1. Model Resolution

2. Draft Press Release for Community Event

3. Draft Invitation to Attend Community Event

4. Draft Op-Ed

5. Draft Letter to President Obama Highlighting Local EECBG Successes

also

Share Your EECBG Stories

The Energy Block Grants Work! campaign needs to demonstrate that cities and counties are effectively using EECBG dollars to create jobs, reduce energy consumption and curb carbon pollution.  We’re interested in profiling how your community has spent or is spending your EECBG funding.  Visit www.energyblockgrants.org to share details about what your community is doing with its EECBG dollars.
MODEL RESOLUTION

SUPPORTING FULL FUNDING OF THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANTS

WHEREAS, the nation faces unprecedented energy challenges, including escalating energy costs and overdependence on foreign oil; and

WHEREAS, investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy is critical to position America to be competitive in the global economy, enhance American energy independence, build sustainable communities, and create new local jobs; and

WHEREAS, commercial, residential and public buildings are responsible for more than 40 percent of greenhouse gas emissions nationwide and local governments are best suited to strengthen building codes, foster community-scale renewable energy, and create other programs and incentives to increase efficiency and reduce energy use in buildings; and

WHEREAS, the transportation sector produces one third of greenhouse gas emissions and cities and counties can substantially reduce emissions and vehicle miles traveled by promoting public transit, converting municipal fleets to alternative fuels and more fuel efficient vehicles, and conducting more effective land use and transportation planning; and

WHEREAS, the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (P.L.110-140) established a new Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program at the U.S. Department of Energy, authorizing $2 billion annually in formula grants to cities, counties, and states to develop and implement energy efficiency strategies; and

WHEREAS, the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) provided $3.2 billion for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program to help communities decrease energy use, curb greenhouse gas emissions, and create jobs; and

WHEREAS, local governments are successfully utilizing their ARRA Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant funds; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National League of Cities, and the National Association of Counties have adopted resolutions and policies supporting full funding for the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that [YOUR JURISDICTION] supports the Energy Block Grants Work! campaign and will work to demonstrate to the White House, U.S. Department of Energy and Congress that we are effectively using our energy block grant to decrease energy use, curb greenhouse gas emissions, and create jobs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that [YOUR JURISDICTION] urges President Obama and Congress to fully fund the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant program in FY 2012.

DRAFT PRESS RELEASE FOR COMMUNITY EVENT

PRESS RELEASE 



        Contact:
[NAME]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



[CONTACT INFORMATION]
[DATE]
[YOUR CITY/COUNTY] Launches New [YOUR EECBG PROJECT] that Saves Energy, Reduces Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Creates Jobs
[YOUR CITY] – [LOCAL ELECTED LEADER] will join business and community leaders for the dedication of a [BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR PROJECT].

FULLY DESCRIBE YOUR LOCAL EECBG PROJECT(S).  INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

· HOW MANY JOBS WILL BE CREATED DUE TO THIS FUNDING/HOW MANY HAVE BEEN CREATED;

· HOW MANY METRIC TONS OF GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ARE EXPECTED TO BE PREVENTED BY EECBG PROJECT; AND

· ANNUAL FINANCIAL SAVINGS RESULTING FROM REDUCED ELECTRICITY BILLS (TO EITHER CITY OR RESIDENTS).

PROVIDE QUOTES FROM LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS AND BUSINESS LEADERS DESCRIBING THE IMPACT OF THE PROJECT(S) ON YOUR COMMUNITY
[YOUR CITY/COUNTY]’s energy efficiency project(s) are supported by a [HOW MUCH] grant from the U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program.  Funded for the first time in 2009, this successful program will disappear without continued funding in FY 2012.
[YOUR CITY/COUNTY] has joined with hundreds of cities and counties across America to launch the “Energy Block Grants Work!” campaign.  The Energy Block Grants Work! campaign is working to encourage President Obama and Congress to fully fund the EECBG program in FY 2012.

DRAFT INVITATION TO ATTEND COMMUNITY EVENT

DRAFT INVITATION TO ATTEND COMMUNITY EVENT - CONTINUED 

[DATE]
[ADDRESS BLOCK]
RE:
Invitation to Attend [GROUNDBREAKING/LAUNCH/DEDICATION] of [YOUR EECBG PROJECT]
Dear [NAME]: 

I write to invite you to join me and other local government and business officials in a ceremony to launch a new project that will [BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR PROJECT, HIGHLIGHTING ENERGY SAVED, GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCED AND JOBS CREATED].

[YOUR EECBG PROJECT] could not have been built without DOE’s investment of [YOUR EECBG ALLOCATION] in Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) funding.  EECBG funding is empowering cities, counties and Indian tribes to create substantial benefits for their communities and the nation as a whole.  These energy efficiency improvements are saving electricity costs, creating local jobs and reducing carbon pollution.  I welcome the opportunity to demonstrate what EECBG funding is accomplishing in our [YOUR CITY/COUNTY].
The ceremony is currently scheduled to take place [PROVIDE LOGISTICAL DETAILS: DATE, TIME, LOCATION].

Please let me know if either you or a U.S. Department of Energy representative will be able to attend this event by contacting [PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION].

Thank you for considering my invitation.

Sincerely,

[MAYOR/COUNTY EXECUTIVE/BOARD CHAIRMAN]
DRAFT OP-ED

Federal Energy Funding Empowers [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] to Create Jobs

In the charged political debates over federal policies and spending, one simple factor is often overlooked – federal investments work best when they empower local communities to implement local priorities.  When budgets are tight, it is critical for the federal government to invest in programs that create local jobs, leverage private investment, save taxpayer dollars, and help achieve national goals like energy independence and economic competitiveness.

One of the best examples of this approach is the U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program, funded for the first time in 2009.  If you have not heard of the EECBG program, you are not alone.  But its impact can be seen throughout our [YOUR CITY/COUNTY].  The EECBG program is funding the deployment of [BRIEFLY LIST SEVERAL OF YOUR EECBG FUNDED PROJECTS].  You might even know someone who has worked on an EECBG-funded project – we have managed to employ more than [INSERT NUMBER] local workers to implement these projects.

In the past year, more than two thousand cities, counties and Indian tribes have received EECBG funds and begun to create substantial benefits for their communities and the nation as a whole.  Efficiency improvements are saving local governments, businesses and residents millions of dollars in electricity costs per year; thousands of local jobs are being created; solar, wind, geothermal, biomass, landfill gas and other resources are being utilized to generate thousands of megawatt-hours of clean electricity; and hundreds of thousands of metric tons of carbon pollution are being avoided.

The EECBG program works because it provides the flexibility to use resources in a way that makes sense in our [YOUR CITY/COUNTY].  We have made smart investments with [YOUR CITY/COUNTY]’s EECBG funding, investments that will reduce the cost of local government for years to come, and will help a whole new generation of citizens to learn about the benefits of energy efficiency and renewable energy.  However, many vital local energy priorities have still not been addressed.  There simply was not enough EECBG funding available to implement all of the needed projects that have the potential to save energy costs and create even more local jobs for our community.  That is why [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] has joined with hundreds of other communities to launch the “Energy Block Grants Work!” campaign.  With the support of our fellow cities and counties across America, we are working to secure federal funding for the EECBG program in the next fiscal year, so that we can continue to implement more energy-saving projects.

Without additional funding, the very successful EECBG program will disappear.  That is why I am calling on the [YOUR STATE] congressional delegation to join me in urging President Obama to include full funding for the energy block grants in his FY 2012 budget.  By continuing to invest in thousands of local clean energy projects at the grassroots level, we can put people back to work, revitalize our economy, and reduce our nation’s dependence on foreign sources of energy.

DRAFT LETTER TO PRESIDENT OBAMA HIGHLIGHTING LOCAL EECBG SUCCESSES

[DATE]
The Honorable Barack Obama

President

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500


RE:
EECBG Funding At Work in [YOUR CITY/COUNTY]
Dear President Obama:

I write on behalf of [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] to thank you for including $3.2 billion for the U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and to urge you to provide full funding for this vital program in your FY 2012 budget.  At a time when local budgets are severely strained, this funding has enabled our community to invest in energy security, save local taxpayer energy costs and create desperately needed local jobs.
In [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] we are implementing the following project(s), which are saving energy and creating local jobs.  [DESCRIBE YOUR LOCAL EECBG PROJECTS.  INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IF POSSIBLE:
· AN EXAMPLE OF AT LEAST ONE PROJECT THAT YOUR COMMUNITY HAS IMPLEMENTED (OR WILL BE IMPLEMENTING) WITH EECBG FUNDING (E.G., SOLAR ARRAY, LED LIGHTS, HVAC, ETC)LEVEL OF EECBG FUNDING RECEIVED;

· HOW MANY JOBS WILL BE CREATED DUE TO THIS FUNDING/HOW MANY HAVE BEEN CREATED;

· HOW MANY METRIC TONS OF GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS ARE EXPECTED TO BE PREVENTED BY EECBG PROJECT; AND
· ANNUAL FINANCIAL SAVINGS RESULTING FROM REDUCED ELECTRICITY BILLS (TO EITHER CITY OR RESIDENTS).]

While we are extremely grateful that you made this initial investment in communities like ours nationwide, funding for the EECBG program must be included in next year’s federal budget if we are to maintain the momentum and continue the progress that has begun.  The transformations that are taking place at the local level throughout the country are helping to enhance American energy independence, create local jobs, and climate change.  These changes must be encouraged to continue and expand, not allowed to expire when ARRA funding is no longer available.  That is why [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] has joined the Energy Block Grants Work! campaign and is working with hundreds of communities nationwide to share with you the impressive results and importance of this vital program.

By continuing to invest federal EECBG funding in thousands of local clean energy projects at the grassroots level, we can continue to put people back to work, revitalize our economy, and reduce our nation’s dependence on foreign sources of energy.  Thank you again for working to provide this invaluable funding for local energy efficiency and renewable energy initiatives.  I look forward to working with your Administration to secure funding for the EECBG program in FY 2012, so that [YOUR CITY/COUNTY] can build upon our many energy successes.
Sincerely,

[MAYOR/COUNTY EXECUTIVE/COUNCIL CHAIRMAN]
cc: 
Secretary Steven Chu, U.S. Department of Energy

[YOUR CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION]
Secretary Chu’s Address:

The Honorable Steven Chu, Ph.D.

Secretary

U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20585

Also send a copy to the Energy Block Grants Work! campaign:

jon@climatecommunities.us
         or
Energy Block Grants Work!

c/o Climate Communities

1130 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Suite 300

Washington, DC 20036

Send invitations to:





President Barack Obama – fax to (202) 456-1414





The Honorable Barack Obama


President


The White House


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW


Washington, DC 20500





Vice President Joseph Biden – fax to (202) 456-1414





The Honorable Joseph Biden


Vice President


The White House


1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW


Washington, DC 20500





DOE Secretary Steven Chu – fax to (202) 586-4403





The Honorable Steven Chu, Ph.D.


Secretary


U.S. Department of Energy


1000 Independence Avenue, SW


Washington, DC 20585





cc:


Cathy Zoi, Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy – fax to (202) 586-9260


Matt Rogers, Director, Office of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – fax to (202) 586-0861


Gil Sperling, Senior Advisor for Policy and Programs – fax to (202) 568-1233


Toby Russell, EECBG Team Lead and Acting Program Manager of the Weatherization and Intergovernmental Program – fax to (202) 287-7145





Your Congressional delegation





Send all copies to the Energy Block Grants Works! campaign – fax to (202) 331-1598








Please tailor this sample op-ed with examples from your community and submit to your local newspaper.  Fax printed op-eds to:


the Energy Block Grants Works! campaign – fax to (202) 331-1598


your Congressional delegation


senior U.S. Department of Energy officials:


Cathy Zoi, Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy – fax to (202) 586-9260


Matt Rogers, Director, Office of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – fax to (202) 586-0861


Gil Sperling, Senior Advisor for Policy and Programs – fax to (202) 568-1233


Toby Russell, EECBG Team Lead and Acting Program Manager of the Weatherization and Intergovernmental Program – fax to (202) 287-7145








